
Can you believe we're a full month into 2021 already?! Hopefully you've made small
progress towards your goals this year - it's an ongoing struggle but we're all working at it.
 
But this month among all others, I sincerely hope you are *loving* what you're building
with your publication/company/business. And if you don't  - I'm here to help with that so hit
me up!
 
This should be an exciting year in the food and agribusiness worlds, so I'm hard at work
keeping the creative juices flowing and making an attempt to keep the pitches fresh and
coming. 

I had the privilege and pleasure of speak at my alma mater - Ohio State ATI 
for this semester's agribusiness marketing class. 
 
I never imagined I'd be at a point so early in my career that I could already be paying it
forward to other upcoming young agriculture professionals by sharing my own insights and
expertise in the ag communication and marketing world.
 
The agriculture community is truly one of a kind and always worth investing in. Feel free to
check out and share!

News from AAEA Ag Communicators Network
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Know a young person in need of some cash or opportunity? Here are some great
opportunities from the AAEA Ag Communicators Network.
 
Applications are now open for the 2021 AAEA Professional Improvement Foundation
internships and scholarships. Help grow the ag media industry by encouraging top-notch
students to apply for this year's internships and scholarships! 

Editorial Internship Host: Illinois Soybean Association in Bloomington, IL 

Marketing Communications Internship Host: broadhead in Minneapolis, MN. This
internship is sponsored in part by Gardner & Gardner Communications. 

Details: Each intern will earn a $4,500 stipend for the 8- to 10-week assignment, $1,000
toward travel costs as well as a paid registration to attend Agricultural Media Summit in
Kansas City, Missouri, from July 31 to August 4, 2021. 

Internship applications are due February 15, 2021. 

Additional funding for these internships has been provided by the AAEA Professional
Improvement Foundation.
 
AAEA is also excited to once again offer four scholarships to current ACT members. Two
scholarships will be awarded in 2021 to outstanding members of ACT for their
achievements in leadership, career-related experiences, academics, and service. 

The James Evans Scholarship is the top scholarship offered in the amount of $3,000. In
order to be eligible for this scholarship, the top two applicants will be required to take part
in an in-person interview during Ag Media Summit. The remaining student will be awarded
the Past President's Scholarship in the amount of $1,500. 

Scholarship applications are due February 22, 2021. 

Funding for this year's internships is made possible by the AAEA Professional
Improvement Foundation.
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In need of a great new topic to impress your readers or customers? Browse through this
month's original pitches! If you like what you see, please shoot me an email and I'll be
happy to dicuss. Feel free to pass these along to any of your friends in editorial world!

Anaerobic digesters in our food industries - Food waste is a very
familiar discussion of the food and foodservice industries. According to the United
States Department of Agriculture, 30 to 40 percent of the global food supply is
wasted, approximately 30 percent of which happens at the consumer level. Finding
ways to reduce wastage in the first place is certainly important, but that alone isn’t
enough. We need better solutions for dealing with the inevitable waste we will
accumulate. Enter the world of biogas digesters – systems capable of decomposing
organic matter and turning the resulting biogases into renewable energy.
 
According to the American Biogas Council, the U.S. has over 2,200 digester sites
across all 50 states, 66 of which are specifically food waste only. The growth
potential, however, is massive with 14,958 potential new sites available as of today
capable of producing 103 trillion-kilowatt hours annually and reducing emissions by
117 million passenger vehicles from the road. While 250 of the current systems are
found on farms processing manure, the food industry’s contribution could have an
even bigger impact given food waste produces more biogas in its decomposition.
As we look toward other solutions to create clean energy and reduce landfill space,
the food industry must be at the forefront of this effort.
 
My proposed article will look at developments in the American biogas industry as it
pertains to the restaurant and other foodservice sectors. Specifically, I intend to
explore where new biogas facilities are being installed, how business owners can
contribute to efforts, and how anaerobic digestion can financially and socially
impact food businesses for the better. Readers will walk away with a better
understanding of how anaerobic digestion works and its current and potential roles
in food waste.
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Is the orgnaic vs. biotechnology debate suppressing a
sustainable and secure future of food? - In a fascinating four-part
article series for the Genetic Literacy Project, international economist Steven Cerier
details how the case against food biotechnology, largely spurred by the organic
industry and movement, is hurting the fight for more sustainable food production.
More technology, such as the recent CRISPR-Cas9, allows specific edits and
mutations to occur within a plant’s genome, a different process than traditional
genetic modification which may introduce new genes across species. Dr. Brad
Fabbri of TechAccel did an excellent job distinguishing the two in an article he
originally wrote for SeedQuest. These technologies pose lots of potential for
creating plants that are more nutrient-dense, drought, pest and disease resistant
while producing more food than generations past.
 
Likewise, the discussion for cooperating with the naturalist and organic movement
has been accelerated. In fact the United Kingdom has introduced an amendment
that would allow for new gene-editing technologies to be used in the food chain in
contrast to the nation’s GMO ban. Here in the U.S., the National Organic Coalition
issued a statementagainst this technology being used in organic foods.
 
For this story, I would like to interview Steven Cerier and Dr. Fabbri, authors of the
aforementioned articles for their insight. For a balanced discussion, I will also
interview Abby Youngblood, Executive Director for the National Organic Coalition
for arguments against utilizing biotechnology in the organic industry. 
 
Coverage Opportunity!!!! - "Consumer Perceptions and Animal
Welfare Considerationr" webinar - Dairy Calf and Heifer Association’s
(DCHA) March 9 webinar features “Consumer Perceptions and Animal Welfare
Considerations.” This free, one-hour educational offering starts at 1 p.m. Central
time.
 
Marissa Hake, director of animal welfare and sustainable farming at Fairlife, LLC,
will provide a thought-provoking talk during this webinar. Animal welfare is an ever-
increasing concern for consumers. In a world where individuals have endless
dietary options and choices, those involved in production agriculture must build
consumer trust around today’s farming practices. Animal welfare and calf care
specifically are highly sensitive topics for consumers. Hake will discuss consumer
insights around production animal agriculture and dive into specific future
considerations for management, diet, health treatments, housing and more.
 
If this appeals to you, let me know and I'd be happy to attend and cover this
presentation on behalf of your company or publication!
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Still offering 30% OFF your next invoice
when you refer a colleague or friend to The
Herdbook.
 
Want to make it even easier?
 
Refer a friend to subscribe to this
newsletter and take 10% OFF your next
invoice!



Tip 1 - Progress is Progressive
A bit of my LinkedIn wisdom from this month: Owning a business means you will spend a
lot of your time on the infamous "unbillable hours" - networking, emails, conference calls,
onboarding potential clients, etc. 

It can be overwhelming at times, and easy to feel as if you're not being as productive as
you "should" be. How far that is from the truth! 

Business IS networking, it's taking the time to build those human connections and
establish yourself. Being active on and other social media IS part of my job. Productivity
isn't always measurable with a 

!

!
 
Tip 2 - Read, seriously
I know this idea has been beat to death since the time we were in grade school but its true
- reading is important! This is is especially true when it comes to the great professionals
and leaders in our world today.
 
It doesn't need to be a lot, and today's technology makes it more accessible than ever.
Pick a one or two valuable e-newsletters and commit yourself to reading them. Download
an e-book and listen on your daily commute. Or simply, keep a periodical or hardcover
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handy on your nightstand.
 
Tip 3 - Be a resource
On my professional journey, I've come to appreciate that self-promotion is a two way
street. (And yes, I understand thay may sound paradoxical, but hear me out!)
 
Marketing, especially in the agribusiness world, is all about providing value. Your website,
portfolio, testimonials and social media all help establish this for your clients. But showing
this instead of telling this just takes it to the next level for potential and current clients.
 
Some ways to do this are creating a free PDF handout, writing a helpful blog post on a
relevant issue, speaking for a college class or hosting a free webinar.

Why a dietary shift

away from dairy won't

save the planet

Featured in The Daily
Churn
"Would we really want to
live in a country without
dairy cows? A study
published in November
2020 suggest the

The New Mexico dairy

farmer using science

and social media to

reach consumers

Featured in The Daily
Churn.
"When Tara Vander
Dussen packed her bags
for the University of
Arizona in 2007, she
wasn't planning a return

Like today's

agriculture

technology? Thank

the Middle Ages 

Featured on AGDAILY
"For the past year, we’ve
heard the insistence that
one of the best ways to
mitigate COVID-19 is to
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detriments would far
outweigh the benefits.
 
Virginia Tech and U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) researchers set
out to assess the dairy
sector’s current impact in
the United States — both
in terms of its contribution
to climate change and
the nutrients dairy
products provide.
 
To do this, Robin White,
assistant professor at
Virginia Tech and one of
the paper’s co-authors,
said they set up three
different scenarios with
different assumptions for
the removal of all dairy
cows from the U.S. food
production system —
along with four new ways
to use the land made
available in their
absence.
 
Ultimately, they found
that even removing all
9.34 million cows in the
U.S. would only cut 0.7%
of all greenhouse gas
emissions."
 

to her family's New
Mexico Dairy. Instead
she was thinking about
attending law school. 
 
But with her newly minted
degree in soil, water and
environmental science,
Tara realized her beloved
dairy community had an
important need for her
particular passion.
 
So, after graduation in
2011, she moved back to
her home state and spent
a year working as an
agriculture research
assistant for Mexico
State University. Then
she accepted a job with
Glorieta Geoscience,
where she helps dairy
farmers navigate water
quality regulations and
manure management."

practice “social
distancing” and stay
home. And across the
littlest dots on any map
— the rural hometowns
and counties with
populations well below
the national average —
citizens are experts in
this regard. Often
situated safely in isolated
tractor cabs with only
occasional nights out to
the local Dollar General,
it should seem rural
America didn’t have as
much to worry about the
spread of COVID — or
was that ever the case?"
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